
“Christian Leadership in the 21st Century” 
 

“Leadership 101 – Some Basic Requirements” 
 

1. Biblical leadership requires a personal relationship with Christ. 
 
"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls." (Matthew 11:29, NIV)  
"Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me." (Matthew 16:24, NIV)  
"I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." 
(John 13:15, NIV)  
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2, NIV)  
"To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps." (1 Peter 2:21, NIV)  
 

2. Biblical leadership requires obedience to Biblical directives. 
 

a. For those who preach. 
"In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this 
charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 
For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep 
your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the duties of your ministry." (2 Timothy 4:1-5, NIV) 
 

b. For those would desire to lead as elders. 
" To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be 
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; 
not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away. Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. 
All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”" (1 Peter 5:1-5, 
NIV)  



c. For those who desire to lead as deacons. 
" In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian 
Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the 
Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right 
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will 
give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This proposal 
pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to 
the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God 
spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 
large number of priests became obedient to the faith." (Acts 6:1-7, NIV)  
 

3. Biblical leadership requires discipleship. 
 
"“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”" 
(Mark 1:17, NIV)  
"Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What 
good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or 
what can a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matthew 16:24-26, NIV)  
"“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 
and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it." (Matthew 10:37-39, NIV)  
 

4. Biblical leadership requires fervent, effectual, prayer. 
 
" One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 
disciples.”" (Luke 11:1, NIV)  
"Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not 
treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid 
every kind of evil." (1 Thessalonians 5:16-22, NIV) 
 
 
  



" Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him 
sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of 
the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective." (James 5:13-16, NIV)  
 

5. Biblical leadership requires vision. 
 
"“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven." 
(Acts 26:19, NIV)  
 

6. Biblical leadership requires leading. 
 
"No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake 
you. “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to 
inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go." (Joshua 1:5-7, NIV) 
 

7. Biblical leadership requires a servant’s heart. 
 
" It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had 
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. The 
evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas 
Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put 
all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was 
returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, 
and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realize now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “A person who has had a 
bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are 
clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. When he had 
finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 



“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call 
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know 
these things, you will be blessed if you do them." (John 13:1-17, NIV) 
 

8. Biblical leadership requires a working knowledge of the purpose 
of the church. 

 
 " Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”" (Matthew 
28:16-20, NIV)  
 
"It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work." 
(Ephesians 4:11-16, NIV) 
 
" “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’" (Matthew 25:31-36, NIV) 



"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us." (1 Peter 
2:11-12, NIV)  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 


